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PROPERTY TAX INCREASE IMMINENT!

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

A full house participated in the budget
hearings which took place last Mondayevening at the Town Hall.
Based on
estimated education figures and the
1979 valuation, if the budgets were
approved at Town Meeting as presented
at Monday evening’s hearings, property
taxes will increase by at least 20%.
Since the State Legislature has not yet
determined at what level education will
be funded, the figures for what the
town will have to raise for the school
portion of the budget are only an esti
mate.
The mill rate for 1979 was
$20.80 per $1,000 of valuation. An
increase to $25.10 per thousand is
anticipated if cuts are not made in
the proposed budgets and if the esti
mated school figures bear out.

TO RECEIVE THIRD HEARING

The "town" portion of the budget in
creased by 29%, from $324,901 last
year to a proposed $417,735. The
categories of expense and their in
creases are as follows:
ADMINISTRATIVE SALARIES AND EXPENSES
- up 14% —
The Town Manager’s salary is up 13%;
Clerk Hire & Registrar is up 17%;
Workmen's compensation has nearly
doubled; and Maintenance of Town Build
ings has increased from $1,800 in 1979
to $8,000.
This increase is to provide
funds to insulate, paint or apply
siding, etc. to the Town Hall.
COMPENSATION OF TOWN OFFICIALS - up 69%
This increase is due entirely to
the increase for Assessors' salaries
from $5,000 (1979) to $12,000 proposed.
None of the other appropriations have
changed.
The Tax Assessors are in the
midst of a re-valuation which has
caused a considerable work load.
The
re-valuation will be finished in May
of this year; however, the regular
assessing work for the year upcoming
will begin in May.
ROADS, BRIDGES, TOWN WAYS, PAVING AND
SNOW REMOVAL - up 35% —
The appropriation for Snow Removal &
Winter Maintenance is up 18% from
$55,000 to $65,000. The categories
"Roads and Bridges" and "Ditch &
Rebuild Various Roads" have been com
bined. Last year's total appropria
tion was $42,000. This year the
request is for $70,000, a 66% increase.
There is no change in the request for
Asphalt Surfacing nor for State Aid
Roads. A new appropriation this year
is for $20,000 for the Mill Creek
Bridge.
The State Highway Department
has approved the project of rehabilita
ting the structure.
If the town's
share is raised, the State will match
the funds and do the project.
HEALTH, SOCIAL SERVICES & RECREATION up 114% —
Brewer has increased its user fee for
Orrington residents from $11,523 to
$23,864. The Selectmen considered
various alternatives to the Brewer Land
Fill but favored the Brewer proposal
as the least costly in property tax
dollars. The Board considered a
Continued on Page 2

The second Public Hearing on the Compre
hensive Plan was not well attended.
The second draft had been written to
reflect comments and criticisms re
ceived at the first hearing.
Following
the Public Hearing (February 4) the
Planning Board voted to present the
part III Goals section of the plan to
the Town Meeting for adoption by a
referendum vote at Town Meeting.
At the Democratic Caucus however,
Selectman Carroll Adams mentioned to
Planning Board Chairman Burt Hatlen
that there was a concern that not
enough people were aware of the second
hearing. As a result a third hearing
has been scheduled to be held on Tues
day, February 19th at 7:30 p.m. at the
Town Hall.
Hatlen and other Planning Board members
were shocked to find at Monday's Se
lectmens' meeting a petition submitted
to and accepted by the Board of Select
men for inclusion in the Warrant.
The petition reads:
"To see if the
Town will vote to repeal the existing
Comprehensive plan and to terminate
the development of any revised Compre
hensive Plan.
The third public hearing will be held
as scheduled.
The controversial
document is as follows:
DRAFT
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN - PART III: GOALS,
OBJECTIVES AND POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
GOAL #1 - To Control Residential
Growth in Order to Preserve Those
Qualities of Life that Make Orrington
a Desirable Place in Which to Live.
Objectives
1. To develop a growth control stra
tegy that will limit the rate and
placement of new development accord
ing to the Town's ability to absorb
this growth in an orderly way, provide
vital services, and maintain the high
quality of life that draws people to
Orrington.
2. To designate areas of particular
natural value or sensitivity, and
develop a program for protecting these
areas from adverse development.
Policy Recommendations
1.0 The Planning Board should consi
der recommending that the town adopt
a subdivision ordinance.
1.1 The Planning Board should consi
der recommending the establishment of
a limited growth area in the town.
1.2 Upon consultation with neighbor
hood committees, the Planning Board
should consider recommending adjust
ments in minimum lot sizes to facili
tate development in some areas.
1.3 The Planning Board should con
sider recommending for adoption by the
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town a growth control ordinance that
will establish an annual limit on the
total number of building permits for
new residential units. The Board
should also consider establishing a
limit on the number of such permits
which any individual may receive in
one year, to prevent a single devel
oper from monopolizing all the avail
able permits.
1.4 The Planning Board should consi
der recommending ordinances which
will encourage off-road subdivisions.
1.5 Immediately upon enactment of the
above recommendations, the Planning
Board should recommend that the Town
end the moratorium on major subdi
visions
2.0 The Conservation Commission
should review the open space inventory
and the natural resources inventory
and make recommendations to the Plan
ning Board for areas to be designated
as "preferred open space" or "recom
mended for municipal acquisition".
When making these determinations, the
Commission should take into considera
tion the following:
Good soil - potential farm use
Open view - visual access to public
Recreation opportunities - no posting,
access to shore, hiking, skiing,
picnics, etc.
Water resources - springs with public
access
Important wildlife habitat
Actual present use - managed, produc
tive hay or blueberry fields
Other factors - surrounding uses,
pressure to develop, etc.
In designating these areas, the Commis
sion should give priority to desirable
open space areas in residential zones
where more people will have access to
such areas, and where open space faces
stiffer competition from other uses.
2.1 The town should seek ways of de
veloping and/or maintaining public ac
cess to all great ponds and rivers.
2.2 The Conservation Commission should
review shoreland zone standards with
particular attention to protection of
wetlands.
2.3 The town should consider amending
the Charter to detail the responsibil
ities of the Conservation Commission.
2.4 The Selectmen should consider ap
pointing a code enforcement officer to
fulfill the responsibilities listed in
Article 9 of the Municipal Charter.
Goal #2 - To Promote a Diversity of
Land Uses Within the Town.
Objectives
1. To use the site plan review process
to ensure the preservation of the qual
ities of existing neighborhoods.
2. To increase the amount of land
available for industrial uses in appro
priate areas of town, and in other
ways to encourage suitable industry
to locate in Orrington.
continued on back page
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transfer station in Orrington where
residents could dump into a compactor/
truck set-up.
The refuse would be
hauled away as necessary, probably twice
a week.
One problem not readily solved
is where to locate the site which
should be fenced and must comply with
State regulations (including a shelter
and restroom facilities).
The cost
for that proposal was approximately
$15,000 more than the present Brewer
arrangement.
Ambulance service provided by MEDIC
has increased by 50% going from lC
per capita ($2700) to 1.5c per capita
($4053).
O.R.A. requested $17,500 as match money
to construct two ball fields.
In
addition their annual request increased
by 35% from $1,850 to $2,500.
The
proposal was for a new Senior League
Field at a cost of $22,268.
Half this
figure would be Town money, and half
matching state funds. Also proposed
is a new Junior League field at a
cost of $12,732. This would also be
50% local/50% State.
PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY up 25% —
The major expenditure in this category
is for the Fire Department, and their
budget request is up 35% from $19,500
(1979) to $26,355 (1980). New in
this category is a request from the
First Responders, a first aid corp
now being trained.
They expect to
affiliate with the Orrington Volunteer
Fire Department.
They are requesting
$1,380 to cover training costs and
to provide basic first aid kits to
each member.
UNCLASSIFIED SERVICE - down 46% —
This account last year included $10,000
for tax equalization and $6,000 for a
town truck. Without these two appro
priations, the request is considerably
reduced.
Septic sludge disposal,
which is a contract service, has in
creased in cost from $1500 to $2700.
Other than that, the requests are
about the same. Three new items for
which funds have been requested are
$250 to recover a mill wheel from Mill
Creek and set it beside the Moses

Wentworth sign on the River Road in
South Orrington; $270.20 for the
town's share of a regional solid waste
study; and $1200 for printing the
Comprehensive Plan.
The School portion of the budget was
considered following discussion of
the town budget.
Overall, the School
Committee's proposed budget is up 11.9%
however, the estimated town share of
the total as compared to the actual
figure raised last year is up 15%.
Actual amount to be raised will not
be available until the Legislature
acts on the State's participation in
educational funding.
The two accounts in the school budget
which amount to nearly three-fourths
of the total budget are the 200 Instruc
tion account and the 1400 Outgoing
Transfers account.
These accounts are
up 8% and 5% respectively. Major in
creases in the budget are 27% in
transportation necessitated by the
increased costs of gasoline and special
education transportation.

Maintenance of Plant includes $5,000
for work to be done on the existing
ball field plus $2,500 for work on the
soccer field.
Fixed Charges are up 29% due to the
inclusion of employee benefits in the
school budget which had been included
in the town's budget.
Food service costs are up 25%. This
is due to increases in Cooks' salaries
and the increases in food costs.
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The Total Budget - Town and School is
$905,734.56.
1979 appropriations were
$744,024.65. An increase in property
tax is imminent!

CANDIDATES FOR TOWN MEETING ELECTION
FOR SELECTMEN - elect one
McCluskey, Joseph A.
Ring, James D.
Crook, John A.
FOR SCHOOL COMMITTEE - elect two
Kydd, Loring S.
Brier, Ralph G.
Gray, Donald W . , Sr.
FOR TOWN CLERK - elect one
Hardin, Carole A.
FOR TAX ASSESSOR - elect one
Crook, Wilhelmena E.
Election will be held at Town Meeting
on March 10. Absentee ballots will be
available from the Town Clerk after
February 25.

Operation of Plant increased 28% due
mainly to the increased costs of fuel
oil and electricity.

GARDEN CLUB
The Garden Club met February 6 at the
home of Avis Snaw on the Johnson Mill
road. Eighteen members were present,
and three guests, Marguerite Sanborn,
Marjean Fennell and Elaine Wood.
In
the absence of our guest speaker due
to illness, president Frances Rex gave
an inspiring program on the language of
flowers, as seen through the eyes of
our most beloved nature poets.
At the business meeting, several more
members volunteered to make and install
bluebird houses in March as part of the
club's Project Bluebird.
It was voted
to have a Standard Flower Show on
August 20th, during Old Home Week.
Members were reminded of the YWCA Fair
on March 28th, for which our members
will donate plants and seedlings.

Capital Outlay is up 59%.
This will
provide funds for improvements to the
playground area at the Blake School.
Also two doors are to be installed in
the corridor of the Center Drive School
in order to prevent access to the
classroom section while the gym area
is in use after school hours.
Two
exit doors must be constructed at the
Blake School in order to comply with
the recommendations from the State
Fire Marshall's Office.

Hostesses Avis Shaw and Rosella Prahm
served cherry cream cake, cheeses and
crackers at a Valentine buffet
beautifully decorated with red hearts
and roses.

new account has been set up this
year — the 1300 Debt Service Account,
in the amount of $6,396.
This repre
sents Orrington's share of the new
Southern Penobscot Vocational School
building.

The March meeting will be Guest Night,
with former game warden Homer Edgecomb
as guest speaker. This will be at the
Rec. Room of Corner Church on March
19th, at supper time. Members will
please bring hot dishes.
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SENIOR CITIZENS
Not joining the Senior Citizens because
you don't want to admit you're elderly
is like not joining a reducing club
because you don't want to admit you're
fat. The facts are there, anyway, and
you might as well get some pleasure out
of it.
The Senior Citizens club of Orrington
meets twice a month, on second and
fourth Tuesdays.
During the winter
months our meetings are rather loosely
scheduled and are based entirely on
travelling conditions.
If it's icy,
snowy or too cold, we stay at home in
sensible, un-pioneer-like comfort.
But
this winter has been a startling excep
tion to the rule- hardly a day when
travelling hasn't been easy and safe.
During the cold months we meet at mem
ber Lillian Hardy's pleasant home;
the rest of the year at the C.C. Club
house in South Orrington.
The meetings
are always preceded by luncheon, usu
ally potluck.
Everyone brings what he
or she wants to, and usually this random
arrangement results in a first-class
meal.
Sometimes, however, some humor
ous mistakes occur, like the time
everyone brought pie.
Once a year, just before Christmas, we
treat ourselves to a restaurant dinner
with a Christmas party afterwards.
The
club pays for everything, from the
treasury- money earned in various ways
throughout the year.
Being in the autumn years doesn't
mean one can't contribute to one's
community, and the Senior Citizens try
to maintain an active role in the
town's affairs.
They were the first
organization to pick a project for
Orrington's Bicentennial effort, by
adopting an Orrington pioneer woman,
Azubah Freeman Ryder, as their heroine.
We placed a historical marker at
Azubah's old homesite (now the Paul
Allan farm) and pledged, that as long
as any of us are able, to recreate her
flight through the woods every year on
Old Home week.
To date, five members,
four women and one man, have donned
Azubah's long petticoats and frilled
cap and trudged through the wilderness
(or what passes for wilderness these
days) .
Our Senior Citizen grannies and grand
pas don't always fit the stereotype take for example the Atwood quilt.
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This quilt, a genuine antique, was
given to the Historical Society asked
the Senior Citizens to make it up and
then quilt it for them.
It was then
we found out, to our surprise, that
not one member had ever done any hand
quilting; or for that matter, had ever
hooked a rug - two pursuits one always
associates with grannies. However, we
rose to the occasion and, although the
stitches may not be of professional
caliber, they are as honest and sincere
as we could make them.
This endeavor took several meetings to
complete.
Other after-lunch activities
could be Beano, a guest speaker, or
just a gab fest and exchange of recipes.
One of the high spots of our year was
the visit to our club by Charlene
Bunker and her two plastic companions,
Resusi-Annie and Resusi-Baby.
This
life-saving demonstration is a most
valuable thing to know, particularly
if one lives alone.
The perquisites of being a Senior
Citizen are many, not the least of
which is the green card which every
member receives on joining.
This card
allows the holder many discounts,
freebies and advantages, in shopping
and travelling.
As one outspoken member once said: "I
wouldn't be young again if you paid me."
How many of us agree with that is hard
to say, but we do live life with a lowgrade gusto that doesn't start any
fires, but suits us just fine. Visitors
are always welcome.
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BANGOR COMMUNITY CONCERTS
The Bangor Community Concert Association
announces its annual membership drive
for the 1980-81 season which will fea
ture four excellent concerts already
contracted for, according to an announce
ment of Mrs. Richard Woolford of Winterport, membership campaign chairperson.
The membership drive will take place
during the first week of March with a
kick-off dinner at the Helm Restaurant
on Monday, March 3, a t *6:30 p.m. to
which the 72 membership campaign workers
are invited.
Prior to the start of the membership
campaign, there will be a Coffee at the
home of Mrs. Charles Burger, 25 Fifth
Street, Bangor on Thursday February 14
from 10:30 to 4:00 p.m. at which time
campaign workers will pick up their
worker kits with the names of current
members to contact for renewal of mem
bership.
New campaign workers will be
instructed with respect to the methods
of getting memberships and reporting
to the Campaign Headquarters.
Headquarters for the campaign will be
at the Helm Restaurant, 193 Broad St.,
Bangor. Here workers will report the
memberships recruited on Wednesday,
March 5 and again on Saturday, March 8.
The four concerts contracted for are:
Alexander Peskanov, Russian pianist,
October 1980; Wilson and Allan, flute
and harp duo, January, 1981; The Cali
fornia Boys Choir, March 1981 and the
Eastern Brass Quintette, May, 1981.

COX ANNOUNCES CANDIDACY
WORKSHOP ON SCOLIOSIS
Harold R. Cox, Democrat of Brewer, has
announced that he is a candidate for
the State Legislature representing
District 73. Cox is presently serving
his third term in the Legislature
where he serves as a member of the
Taxation committee and as Chairman of
the Leaves of Absence Committee.
District 73 includes Orrington and
parts of Brewer.

TAX WORKSHOP
An Income Tax Workshop will be held at
the Library on February 28th at 7:30
p.m. under the direction of Bill
Raymond.
The public is invited.
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The Orrington Health Council will
hold a workshop on Scoliosis at 9:30
a.m. at the Town Hall on February 26th,
Ellen VanVranken, a registered Physi
cal Therapist, will be giving informa
tion on the detection of scoliosis.
In the Spring the Physical Education
Classes of Center Drive School will be
checked for scoliosis by Health Coun
cil members and by Miss Selinski.
Anyone interested in the detection
of scoliosis is welcome to attend.
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interest groups and neighborhoods
- to oversee the implementation of the
comprehensive plan
- to provide a source of "new blood"
for various government positions
2.0 The teaching of local government
and local history in schools should be
encouraged, with the town charter
serving as a basic text.

/VOW S E R V I N G P I Z Z A
S2S-J8S0

ON WE E K E N DS

3.0 Various groups in town should con
sider cooperative projects.
For example
recreation planning could involve the
responsibility for reviewing the recom ORA as well as the Conservation Commis
mendations of the Road Commissioner for sion, and open-space planning could
involve the Garden Club, Boy Scouts,
road improvements before each annual
Conservation Commission, and so on.
Town Meeting and for forwarding their
comments and suggestions to the Select
men before they draw the warrant.
DEMOCRATIC RESULTS
2.0 In designating a "limited growth
Orrington Democrats caucused Sunday,
district", the Planning Board should
February 10th as did their counterparts
consider proximity of services.
state-wide.
82 Democrats went to the
Town Hall to express their presidential
2.1 The Center Drive area, currently
preference by electing delegates of the
the site of the Town Hall, Library,
same persuasion. Vying for the dele
Center Drive School, and Fair Ground
gates were 39 Carter people, 28 Kennedy
Apartments, should be a center for
The
civic activities which might eventually people, and 13 Brown people.
results were as follows:
include other public facilities. Any
new public buildings should be built
48% for Carter or 3.36 delegates
in this area.
34% for Kennedy or 2.38 delegates
18% for Brown or
1.26 delegates
2.2 In considering future expansions
of the school facilities, preference
with 7 delegates to be
should be given to the site at Center
elected.
Drive.

M A I N ROAD

3. To achieve a balance of land uses
within the town by encouraging less
intensive land uses such as agricul
ture .
4. To provide opportunities for vari
ous types of housing in town, based
upon the needs of all segments of the
population.
Policy Recommendations
1.0 The Planning Board should meet
with neighborhood groups to determine
the various land uses that are re
quired in each area of town.
1.1 The Planning Board should con
sider recommending an amendment to
the Zoning Ordinance to provide for
site plan review of all subdivisions,
commercial and industrial uses, and
multi-family residential uses, to
assure that the proposed development
will be harmonious with the particular
zone in which it is to locate.
2.0 The Planning Board should consider
rezoning additional land for industrial
use.
Intensive industrial uses should
be located away from residential areas
with access to the river and railroad.
2.1 The town should consider creating
a mini-industrial park where light
manufacturing and retail activities
could be combined.
Suitably sited,
such an area would attract retail trade
from within the town, provide sites for
businesses now operating in conflict
with residential uses, provide goods
and services closer to residences,
create job opportunities, and diversity
in the tax base.
3.0 The Tax Assessors should inform
farmers and land owners whose land is
currently in agricultural use of their
right to apply for current use tax
assessment under the Farm and Open
Space Law.
3.1 As a matter of policy, the Planning
Board should do nothing that would dis
courage agriculture in appropriate
areas of town, particularly where land
is already used for this purpose.
4.0 Attached, multi-family develop
ments and apartments should be treated
as cluster developments for the purpose
of awarding building permits, i.e.,
one permit per four units.
Goal #3 - To Recommend Improvements
in Town Services
Obj ectives
1. To coordinate capital improvements
with an overall growth control strategy.
2. To concentrate future development
near existing facilities.
3. To create a recreation plan for
the town.
4. To examine opportunities for
improvements in services through re
gional, state, and federal subsidies.
Policy Recommendations
1.0 The town should consider amending
the Charter to give the Planning Board

2.3 More facilities in various parts
of town should be used for recreation
or social activities.
Consideration
should be given to using existing semi
public buildings that are currently
underutilized.
3.0 The Planning Board should invite
the O.R.A., Trailriders Club, Conser
vation Commission, and others to coop
erate in creating a recreation plan for
the town. Such a plan should include
at least the following elements:
- Municipal land acquisition for active
recreation
- Protection of public access to open
lands and waterfront
- Acquisition of suitable indoor areas
for indoor sports
- Development of waterfront areas for
boating, swimming, etc.
3.1 The town should seek funding as
sistance from the Bureau of Outdoor
Recreation during the implementation
of the recreation plan.
4.0 The Planning Board should consi
der forming a committee to investigate
the feasibility of establishing bus
service, linking Orrington with The Bus
system in Bangor.
Goal #3 - To Improve Cooperation and
Cohesiveness within the Community

After considerable discussion the Chair
man resorted to the "Crisis Information"
telephone number provided by the Demo
cratic Committee.
The State Headquar
ters deemed that Kennedy, by virtue
of his 2/100ths fraction would receive
the contested delegate slot.
It was
Carter , 3; Kennedy, 3; and Brown 1.
The three Carter Delegates to the
State Convention in May are Betty
Vickery with Beverly Woodcock as
Alternate; Diane Miles (Helen Paterson,
Alternate); and Robert Carlson (Earle
Hannigan, Alternate).
The three Kennedy delegates are Kathleen
Brown (Melanie Marr, Alternate); Linda
Sibley (Barbara Perry, Alternate);
and Michael Marr (Robert Whitman, Alt
ernate) .
The one Brown Delegate is Joan Howard
with Barbara Hatlen as alternate.
Chairman of the Orrington Democratic
Committee for the coming biennium is
Joan Howard.
The Vice-Chairman is
Diane Miles; Secretary, Burt Hatlen,
and Treasurer, Michael Skinner.
County
Committee members are Burt Hatlen,
Earl Baldwin, Barbara Hatlen and Helen
Paterson.
REPUBLICAN CAUCUS

Obj ectives
1. To increase participation among
townspeople in a wider range of commun
ity affairs.
2. To broa
2. To broaden awareness among all townpeople of the problems and choices that
the town faces.

The Orrington Republican Committee will
caucus on Wednesday, February 20th at
the Town Hall. All registered Repub
licans are invited to attend.
The
caucus begins at 7:30 p.m. Refresh
ments will be served.
Caucus parti
cipants will discuss the candidates,
the platform, and will elect delegates
to the State convention to be held
3. To increase cooperation among exist April 18 and 19 in Bangor at the Bangor
Civic Center.
ing social and government groups.
Policy Recommendations
1.0 The Planning Advisory Group should
continue to meet, with the following
functions:
- to provide a forum for discussion of
issues between town meetings
- to serve as a link between government
and citizens
- to serve as a link between various

FOR SALE: Oil Painting in black and
gold antique frame.
17" x 34" picture
is bouquet of roses.
Call 825-4039

The Deadline for the next issue of the
ORRINGTON GAZETTE is Tuesday, February
26th. Phone in news items to 825-3843

